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Profile of Posttraumatic Stress Disorder Symptoms and
Cognitive and Emotional Dimensions of Theory of Mind
Performance among Orphaned Children
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Abstract

Orphaned children were more susceptible to mental disorder than other
children due to different developmental environments. The aim of this study
was to investigate psychological profile of orphans regards to post traumatic
stress disorder symptoms and performance in cognitive and emotional
aspects of theory of mind. Design of this study was a case-control. The
population were orphaned and non-orphaned children in Zanjan which
selected by convenient method. We assessed 50 orphaned children and 50
non-orphan children by the Children’s Impact of Event Scale (Yule), Theory
of Mind test (Muris) and “Reading the mind in the Eyes Test” (Baron-
cohen). Logistic regression showed that intrusion experience, behavioral
avoidance and difficulty in understanding false belief could significantly
discriminate orphans and non-orphaned children group. In addition, there
were negative association between performance in theory of mind tasks,
emotion recognitions and severity of three main symptoms of posttraumatic
stress disorder among orphans and non-orphan children. It seems post-
traumatic stress disorder is one of the main mental disorder among orphaned
children. Furthermore, delay in the development of cognitive and emotional
aspects of theory of mind performance among orphans could influenced by
posttraumatic stress disorder.
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